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Now let me examine the subject more from the standpoint of history than that of politics. Burke long since deprecated the drawing up of an indictment against a whole nation, and Sir Thomas Browne in a famous passage has stigmatized " the sin against charity " involved in all such indictments. It is scarcely less hazardous or less difficult to characterize with sureness the temper or the mood of a people in this or that period of its history. And yet when such familiarity as leisure affords and unbiased inquiry, anxious only to see the thing as in very deed it is1 and as in very deed it has arisen, leave a definite impression on the mind, it can hardly be a " sin against charity " or render me subject to the accusation of rashness if I state that impression.
Already the minds which determine the action of nations, touched with the lure of world-dominion, compare the resolution and emotion which this vision
would leave Germany front to front with England. France humiliated, the incorporation, on advantageous terms, of Holland with the German Empire would be easy. The submission or annexation of Belgium would follow of itself.
With regard to the enmity between Russia and Germany, in Germany's antagonism to Russia there is nothing fateful, nothing organic. It is a wound that, as Bismarck once very profoundly said, can be cauterized at any moment, because there is not and never has been any innate cause for war between Germany and Russia. Germany does not seek Constantinople; her patronage of Turkey was the natural reply to the unnatural alliance of France and Russia. But the enmity of England and Germany is like one of those springs that rise from the nether deep j the more you try to fill them up the wider they become.
1 To me the most disquieting thing in our relations to Gormnny is our politicians1 fixed resolution to see things other than as they are.